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We talked to Open Sky International about how they are
reimagining learning and engaging with students.

Open Sky International is a leading bilingual day school located in Paris, France. It of f ers
Nursery to High School education in both French and English to a diverse group of students
f rom over 35 dif f erent countries.
We recently caught up with their Head Teacher- Emmanuel Fayad, who shared how they
reopened their school back in May and are using the latest in technology to engage students
based in-class and remotely.

What was the biggest challenge f or your school during the lockdown period?
Our school was already experienced in using technology f or teaching and learning. This meant
that when the announcement of school closures was made we were able to adapt quickly and within two days af ter the physical closure, our school had gone f ully virtual.
We mainly used a combination of dif f erent digital tools such as Zoom, OneDrive, Mozabook
and Firef ly to centralise all our curriculum resources and to set home tasks. We also ensured
that we communicated with parents on a regular basis and shared homework tasks as well as
the learning progress with them.

How did you provide teaching and learning during lockdown?
Open Sky International switched f rom a “physical” school to a “virtual” school with courses
being provided through videoconf erencing. Teachers lead around 2 - 5 live lessons per day
depending on the class and age of the students.

In between sessions children were provided with exercises to be completed with the support
of their parents. We are extremely proud that our team of teachers and school leaders were
able to provide an online teaching environment so quickly which meant that the children lost
absolutely nothing f rom the initial curriculum.

How has teaching and learning changed since reopening?
On May 18th, the school reopened physically with about 35% of the students back in class and
65% online. Those who remained online did so either because the parents pref erred to keep
their children at home and benef it f rom the remote learning, or because f amilies had been
conf ined in their country of origin (more than 10 countries in this case) and are stuck abroad
due to the many border closures worldwide.
Every week since, new students have been coming back and we now have 80% of the children
back at school, the only school in France with a high ratio of students physically present in the
campus.
Open Sky International, theref ore, continues to innovate by of f ering mixed courses at school
and online. Extremely f ew schools in the world are able to pull this of f the way our school has..
This makes it possible to have a single “global classroom”, with students present at school or
at home in various countries around the world.
They all f ollow the same class, see the same screen, listen to the same lesson and complete
the same home tasks with corrections and grades provided virtually by the teacher. All classes,
even music, capoeira, art, chess and drama classes, are taught this way.

We provide a mixed f ace-to-f ace and online experience through:
Interactive whiteboard screens f rom each class guided by the teacher.
The screen used is, as during the conf inement, shared in real-time via Zoom and seen by
both online and classroom students.
A camera broadcasts in real-time what is happening in the classroom, allowing online
students to see the classroom, their classmates at school and the teacher.
The teacher is equipped with a microphone which broadcasts the sound via Zoom to the
online students, allowing the children to interact with the teacher and their classmates,
whether they are at school in Boulogne, in the South-West of France, in India or in
Estonia.

What have you learnt most about this experience?
Although the students were able to continue learning remotely, what they have missed most
is the social interaction with other students and their teachers. Students who have been able
to return to school have really enjoyed seeing their classmates - whether in person or virtually
on screen using the in-class video conf erencing f acilities.
For the students who are based remotely - we f eel the use of a camera and broadcasting
what is happening in the classroom in real-time has really helped to reduce the f eeling of
loneliness.

How do you want to apply this model of learning in the f uture?
The f eedback f rom students and parents has been so positive that we can see great potential
f or the model we have been using. As Open Sky International prepares to open more schools
internationally over the next f ew years, we are planning to introduce the same technology and
tools into each school as it opens. This will provide innovative learning options that will benef it
our students, f amilies and teachers wherever the school may be located.
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